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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1 - 9 and 1 2 - 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Bastian (U.S. Pat. No. 6,757,71 2) (Communications Systems for Aircraft). 

2.1 Regarding claim 1 , Bastian discloses a method for remotely accessing a base 
computer from internet-enabled remote devices, the method comprising in combination: 

establishing a remote access session with one of the remote devices at an 
internet central server system, wherein the remote devices include open application 
standard remote access software to establish the remote access session (a 
conventional world wide web browser (see p. 6, paragraph 1 of the specification)), but 
do not include proprietary remote access server software or proprietary remote control 
system software (Abstract; Fig. 1; Abstract "browsed by passengers"; col. 3, lines 28 - 
30 "browsing"; col. 5, lines 61 - 67 "passenger browser"); 
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presenting a task list (Abstract; Fig. 1) to the remote device from said central 
server system (Abstract; Figs. 1, 3; col. 3, lines 4 - 23; col. 8, lines 10-41); 

receiving a task selection at said central server system from the remote device 
(Abstract; Figs. 1, 3; col. 8, lines 10-41); 

establishing a persistent connection between said central server system and a 
base computer in response to intermittent contact from said base computer to said 
central server system (Abstract; Figs. 1 , 3; col. 3, lines 4 - 23; col. 7, lines 51 - 67 "The 
server determines the appropriate time to initiate a data exchange with station 90. This 
can be when sufficient data is awaiting transmission from server 20, ... or when station 
90 signals to server 20 via communications service provider network 80 and radio 
60." (see below); 

transmitting said task from said central server system to the base computer via 
said connection between said central server system and said base computer (Abstract; 
Figs. 1 , 3; col. 7, lines 51 - 67; col. 8, lines 10-41); 

receiving at said central server system task data from the base computer 
responsive to said transmitted task (Abstract; Figs. 1 , 3; col. 7, lines 51 - 67; col. 3, 
lines 4 - 23; col. 8, lines 10-41); and 

presenting from said central server system a task response compiled from said 
task data to the remote device (Abstract; Figs. 1, 3; col. 3, lines 4 - 23; col. 8, lines 10 - 
41). 
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Col. 7, lines 51 - 67 of Bastian 

Thus electronic mail sent from terminal 40a on board the aircraft is 
first forwarded to server 20 where it is stored. The server determines 
the appropriate time to initiate a data exchange with station 90. This 
can be when sufficient data is awaiting transmission from server 20, or 
when the time since the last exchange exceeds a time limit (15 
minutes) , or when station 90 signals to server 20 via communications 
service provider network 80 and radio 60 . Any e-mail messages stored on 
server 20 since the previous connection was made are then transmitted 
to station 90. Station 90 forwards the or each e-mail message on to 
their eventual destinations Mail servers 195. 



In one embodiment, station 90 signals server 20 with a trigger signal 
which indicates that data in the form of e-mail messages is stored by 
the station and awaits retrieval . The server then signals the base 
station to retrieve this data, which is then transmitted to the server. 



Col. 3, lines 4 - 23 of Bastian 

Preferably, the base station stores electronic data to be transmitted 
from the base station to the server, and the server stores electronic 
data to be transmitted from the server to the base station, the server 
and base station communicating with each other intermittently. 

In a preferred form, the server includes a database of information, the 
database being updated periodically by transmission of electronic data 
from the base station to the server. More preferably, the server allows 
the terminals to access the database. Even more preferably, the 
terminals access the database with a web browser. 



Preferably also, the server communicates with that base station which 
is nearest to the aircraft. More preferably, the server determines 
which of the base stations is nearest by determining the current 
location of the aircraft. More preferably, the server communicates with 
one only of the base stations. Alternatively, the server communicates 
with selectively with more than one of the base stations, the selection 
being made on the basis of the available remaining capacity of the 
respective base stations . 



Col. 8. lines 10-41 of Bastian 
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The general procedure for obtaining e-mail messages from the Internet 
service providers or corporate accounts of the various passengers is 
similar to the procedure for sending e-mail messages from the various 
terminals 40a, 40b, 40c on the aircraft. Once a passenger connects a PC 
to aircraft network 50 and then connects to server 20, the passenger 
initiates e-mail retrieval. Server 20 accepts the request for e-mail 
and collects the passenger Mail server address, user id and password. 
If necessary, a corporate subscriber can activate previously setup 
firewall services, and provide additional username and password 
information. This information is passed to base station 90 via radio 60 
and communications service provider networks 80. Base station 90 
contacts ISPs/corporate servers 110a, b,c and collects any e-mail for 
the passengers using their user IDs and passwords. Base station 90 
continues to collect e-mail from ISPs/corporate servers 110a, b,c for 
the duration of the flight that the passengers are on. When a 
connection is established between server 20 on board the aircraft and 
station 90, that stored e-mail message or messages are transmitted from 
station 90 to server 20. This procedure is usually simultaneous with 
the transmission of e-mail messages in the other direction from server 
20 to station 90. 



Once e-mail messages have been received at server 20, they are 
retrieved by the respective passenger's computer terminals, 40a and 40b 
via the aircraft network 50 when the passenger subsequently connects to 
server 20 and retrieves mail. 



The system includes a single base station. However, in other 
embodiments, such as that illustrated in FIG. 5, the system includes a 
number of base stations located at spaced apart locations on the 
surface of the planet. 



2.2 Per claim 2, Bastian teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
terminating said remote access session by said central server system (col. 5, lines 44 - 
51 "after exchange has been completed, the connection is terminated."). 



2.3 Regarding claim 3, Bastian discloses the method of claim 2 further comprising 
communicating said task response via a protocol compatible with the remote device 
(col. 5, lines 18-23; col. 12, lines 1 - 8). 
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2.4 Per claim 4, Bastian teaches the method of claim 3 wherein said protocol is 
TCP/IP for remote devices configured as computers (col. 9, lines 13-31 "TCP/IP 
traffic"; col. 19, lines 21 - 28; col. 5, lines 18-23; col. 12, lines 1 - 8). 

2.5 Regarding claim 5, Bastian discloses the method of claim 3 wherein said protocol 
is WAP for remote devices configured as wireless communication devices (Abstract 
"The computer terminals are laptop or palm-top personal computers belonging to the 
various passengers on board ..."; col. 5, lines 18-23; col. 12, lines 1 - 8). 

2.6 Per claim 6, Bastian teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
authenticating the user of the remote device while establishing the remote access 
session (col. 2, lines 54-61; col. 14, lines 19 - 30). 

2.7 Regarding claim 7, Bastian discloses the method of claim 6 further comprising 
providing a secure communication means while establishing the remote access session 
and continuing said secure communication between said central server system and the 
remote device until said session is terminated (col. 14, lines 19 - 30). 

2.8 Per claim 8, Bastian teaches the method of claim 7 further comprising encrypting 
the communications between said central server and the base computer (col. 14, lines 
19-30). 
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2.9 Regarding claim 9, Bastian discloses the method of claim 8 further comprising 
establishing a communication link between the base computer and the central server 
system when the base computer is not already connected to the internet (Abstract; Figs. 
1 , 3; col. 3, lines 4 - 23; col. 8, lines 1 - 3). 

2.10 Regarding claims 12 - 18, the rejection of claims 1 -9under35USC 102(e) 
(paragraphs 2.1 - 2.9 above) applies fully. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/12/10 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments are addressed in the modified rejection of claims 1-18 above. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth R. Coulter whose telephone number is 571 
272-3879. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 7:30 am - 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kenneth R Coulter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 
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